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Memoranda of Toxicology. By Max Trum-
per, B.S.,, AM., formerly Lecturer on Toxi-
cology, Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia,
with Introduction and Addenda by Henry
Leffmann, AM., M.D., Emeritus Pathologic
Chemist, Jefferson Hospital, Philadelphia.
Pocket size, Flexible Binding, Round Corners,
XII + 230 pages, $1.50. Publishers, P.
Blakiston’s Son & Co., Philadelphia, De-
cember 1923.

Here, at last, we have a small book, but
quite up to date, at a reasonable price, that
is ideal for the pharmacist and the pharmacy
student. Partly based upon Dr. Tanner'’s
“Memoranda of Poisons,” it follows that
author’s scheme of classification of poisons.
The book is, therefore, divided into four parts.
In Part I, the author devotes ten chapters
to ““General Toxicology’’ and the “Corrosives;”’
in Part IT, four chapters are devoted to “Simple
Irritants;” in Part ITI, ten chapters to ‘“‘Specific
Irritant Poisons;” and in Part IV, ten chapters
to “Neurotic Poisons.”

Toxicology, in its broadest sense, includes
also treatment of poisoning. The value of
the book would be materially .increased if a
statement regarding the treatment were given
in connection with each poison as it is taken
up, even the statement that the treatment is
the same as given for some preceding poison
would be of much value. For the following
poisons, either no treatment is given or, if
given, is difficult to find—Hydrofluoric Acid,
page 41; Tartaric Acid, page 46; Bromine,
page 87; Barium, page 130; Morphine, page
144; Formaldehyde, page 159; Cocculus
Indicus, page 160; Darnel Seeds, page 160;
Datura, page 165; Nightshade, page 167;
Curare, page 174; Calabar Bean, page 175;
Conium, page 175; ‘Tobacco, page 186; Lobelia,
page 187; Colchicum, page 187; or for any of
the Abortives, page 198.

The author has had some difficulty with
his botanical names; some specific natnes which
should be written with capitals are written
with small letters and some that should be
written with small letters are written with
capitals—it should be Lolium temulentum,
not “L. Temulentum;”’ Airopa Belladonna,
not ‘““A. belladonna;”’ Datura Stramonium,
not “D. stramonium;”’ Solanum Dulcamara,
not “S. dulcamara;” Erythroxvion Coca, not
“E. coca;’ Strychnos Nux-vomica, not ‘S.
nux-votnica,”’ and S. Ignatii, not ‘S, ignatii;”
Physostigma venenosum, not “P. Venenosum;”’

Contum maculatum not *“C. Maculatum;”’
Aconitum Napellus, not “A. napellus;” Dig-
italis purpurea, not “D. Purpurea;” Nicotiana
Tabacum not “N. Tabacum;” Lobelia inflata,
not “Lobelia Inflata;” Colchicum awiumnale
not “C. Autumnale;” Asagrea officinalis, not
“Asagreee officinalis.”

Alkaloids should end in 7ne, not in 7n; eserin
should be eserine; colchicin should be col-
chicine, and veratrin should be veratrine.

‘The author on page 178 speaks of Aconite
as an indigenous plant; Adconitum Nopellus
is not indigenous to our country.

Other mistakes noticed in spelling are anti-
pyrin, for antipyrine; acetanilide for acetanilid,
and phenacetine for phenacetin. On page
160, “Cocculus Inducis,” should be Cocculus
Indicus; “Pharmacopea’” and ‘‘Pharmacopeia’
should be Pharmacopeeia; and letraethyl lead
should be ‘“tetraethyl or tetrethyl” wherever
the word is used and not once ‘‘tetraethyl”
and again “tetrethyl.” Other mistakes have
crept in but are much less important.

In spite of the above criticisms, the book
is a step in the right direction, the production
of a book describing the effects of the more
important poisons and their treatment, and
published at a price within the reach of the
average student.—CrarrLes C. Prrrr.

Practical Pharmacognosy. By T. E. Wallis,
B.Sc. (Lond.), F. I. C.,, Ph.C.,, Lecturer in
Botany to tlie Pharmaceutical Society of
Great Britain; with 81 illustrations, 115 pages.
London. J. & A. Churchill, 1925.

This combined manual and text is designed
for 18 laboratory exercises in Part I and con-
tains a Key for the recognition of medicinal
plantsin Part II. Ineach exercise is presented
the schedule of instructions, followed by notes
on the exercise. The exercises do not follow
any of the usual schemes found in ‘“‘pharma-
cognosies’” but present microscopical studies
of typical starches, hairs and fibers, spores
and pollen, plant hairs, structure of leaves,
flowers, fruits and seeds, barks, rhizomes and
roots.

It is especially worthy of note that micro-
chemical tests are frequently employed in
these exercises as well as a number of tests
that are not observed with the microscope.
This feature of pharmacognosy is of increasing
interest and is constantly receiving more atten-
tion from teachers of pharmacognosy.

This book by Prof. Wallis has been splen-
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didly designed and should prove attractive to
students and teachers of pharmacognosy.—

E. N. GATHERCOAL.

The Technology of Wood Distillation. By
M. Klar, Translated from the Second German
Edition by Alex. Rule. D. Van Nostrand
and Company, 8 Warren Street, New York.
Price, $7.50.

This is a book of 21 chapters, covering 485
pages of text, 11 pages of index, and contains
about 50 illustrations made mostly from line
drawings which serve to give the reader clear
ideas as to the arrangement and operation
of apparatus., ‘There are also about 50 tab-
ular arrangements of data, and 7 flow-sheets,
all full of valuable information. The informa-
tion in the book seems to have been drawn from
some 30 different periodicals, mostly foreign,
as well as from the author’s own experience.
‘The final chapter was written by the translator
and is intended to bring into the book the
latest data concerning wood distillation in-
dustries, the original work not having been
revised for some years.

The chief phases of the industry considered
are: History, Raw Materials, Chemical
Changes, Products, Preparation of Wood,
Arrangement of Apparatus, Treatment of
Products, Methods of Obtaining Intermediate
and Final Products from the Primary Dis-
tillate, Briquetting of Charcoal, Analysis
of Raw Materials, Intermediate and Finished
Products Both Qualitatively and Quantita-
tively.

The subject seems to be very well covered,
and both author and translator are to be com-
plimented for having put into very readable
and intelligible form a mass of information
about an industry the importance of whicll
is not realized by the layman and, perhaps, not
by many chemists outside of those immediately
concerned. Paper, binding, typography and
press-work leave little to be desired from a
mechanical point of view. The reviewer com-
mends it not only to those directly interested
in the industry, but to others who would care
to read a good résumé of it.

E. P. STrOUP.

Die Alkaloide. Von Prof. Dr. Julius Schmidt
in Stuttgart and Prof. Dr. Viktor Grafe in Wien,
Mit 15 ‘Textabbildungen. ILex. 636 pp.
Urban und Schwarzenburg, Friedrichstr 105 B,
Berlin N.

Many are the published books on alkaloids,
but the one before us is one of the most thor-
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ough and complete. It is Part Nine of Division
I, ““Chemical Methods” of the monumental
work ‘““Handbuch der biologischen Arbeits-
methoden” by Abderhalden and his collabo-
rators, to which the referee had the pleasure to
direct attention on many previous occasions.

The two divisions of the book are as follows:

I. Detection of Alkaloids Containing Ex-
traction, Precipitation Methods, Color Re-
actions, Qualitative and Quantitative Analysis
and Microchemical Analysis.

II. Structure and Synthesis, Containing
Phenyloxyalkylamines, Pyridine, Pyrrolidine,
Quinoline, Isoquinoline, Phenanthrene and
Purine Groups.

In connection with a research on Papaverine
the referee found that the book devoted 16
pages to this alkaloid and naturally many
more pages to the more important ones.
Surely an example of the proverbial thorough-
ness of the two German authors! The book
is a masterwork on the subject of Alkaloids.

Verlag S. Karger, Karlstr. 15, Berlin N. W,
6, submitted the following two books for re-
view:

Kurzes Lehrbuch der Chemischen Physiciogie,
Von Dr. Ernst Schmitz. Lex. 334 pp. Mk.
7.20.

The author prefers the title ‘“Chemical
Physiology’ to the one ‘‘Physiologica] Chem-
istry.” He is an authority on this subject,
being Professor and Director of the Physio-
logical Institute, University of Breslau. ‘The
treatment of the subject is plain, concise, and
truly practical. It will therefore appeal to
both student and laboratory worker. Pharma-
cists should also possess more knowledge on
this subject and the book can be highly recom-
mended for this purpose.

Die Insulinbehandlung ber Diabetes Mellitus.
Von Prof. H. Strauss und Dr. M. Simon,
Berlin 4, vermehrte und verbesserte Auflage.
Octavo 74 pp. Mk. 3.

Only two years old and in its fourth edition.
‘This speaks for itself. It is surprising how
much information there is contained in these
74 pages. Four pages alone are devoted to the
history of insulin and the bibliography com-
prises nine pages in small print. An excellent
treatise of this subject.

The well-known publisher, Curt Kabitzsch,
Dorrienstr 16, Leipzig, sent the two following
books for review:



